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MovieTime Indicators
«•	  Current Position » : the timecode (start at 00:00:00:00) at the position where the 
playhead is located
«•	  Duration » : the Clip Duration (considering the in/out points)

Preview Window
Video Preview of the Movie

Timeline
Scrub/Play into the Movie (you can use standard JKL and arrows shortcuts to move the 
playhead)

In/Out Points
« •	 In Point » : the timecode where the In Point is set.
« •	 Out Point » : the timecode where the Out Point is set.

To set in and out points, you can
go to a position in the timeline, and use the i and o shortcuts•	
click on Mark, Go, Clear button •	
manually type the Timecode In/Out •	

Beware that these in/out settings are set only for the selected clip in this playlist. It will not 
change	the	in	and	out	points	of	all	the	occurrences.	If	you	want	to	do	that,	you’ll	have	to	
re-export the clip or copy-paste it from one playlist  to another.
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5.9 X Inspector : In/Out
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5.10 X Inspector : Resize

5.11 X Inspector : Info

Info	is	the	tab	where	you	can	see	different	informations	such	as	the	full	path	of	the	clip,	its	codec.	
This can be very useful if you want to check where a media is located,  etc...

OnTheAir Node has a powerful feature that enables you to resize your video and reposition it 
where	you	want	to.	This	feature	will	require	you	to	Apply	it	once	you	have	modified	one	of	the	
value.

Note for the position that when you set the position to X=0 and Y=0, the frame will be located at 
the top left corner, and that the value indicated is in pixels.
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Be aware that some of the Menus are created automatically for all Mac OS X Applications and 
therefore	are	not	always	used	by	OnTheAir	Node.	Also	these	menus	are	subject	to	change	from	
one version to the other.

New : Creates a new playlist.•	
New from Node : Retrieve the current playlist that is loaded on a Node. This will create a new •	
“Untitled playlist” that will contain all the clips that are scheduled to be played on a Node. See 
the chapter on how to use OnTheAir Live for more informations.
Open : Opens an existing playlist.•	
Open Recent : Opens a list with the 5 last opened playlists among which you will be able to •	
choose.
Close : Closes the current playlist.•	
Save : Saves the current playlist.•	
Save As : Saves the playlist with another name or at another place.•	

Menus Overview

6.1 X Menu File

6.2 X Menu Edit

Undo : Undo an action.•	
Redo : Redo an action after an Undo.•	
Cut : Cut a clip from the playlist (removes it from the playlist and place it in the Clip-board).•	
Copy : Copies the clip (leaves it in the playlist and place it in the clip-board).•	
Paste : Pastes the clip from the Clip-Board. Place it on the top of the selected clip.•	
Delete : Erases the selected clip in the playlist.•	
Select All : Selects all the clips in the same playlist.•	

6

6.3 X Menu Window

Minimize : Minimize the current Playlist window and place it in the Dock.•	
Zoom•	
Bring All To front : Shows all the Playlists that were hidden by other Applications.•	
Media Browser: select this menu to show the “Media Browser” window•	
Clip Inspector: select this menu to show the “Clip Inspector” window•	
At the bottom of this menu, you can also see all the opened Playlists. You can select and show •	
them from here.

6.4 X Menu Help

Search: will search in OnTheAir Node menus and Help topics for the Mac OS•	
OnTheAir Node Help : Opens the OnTheAir Node Manual.•	
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How to create a playlist ?

7.1 X Basics

A playlist is a document that you save on your disk that is “simply” a compilation of clips. The 
extension	of	a	playlist	is	.vpls.	It’s	an	XML	file	with	all	the	information	of	the	clips,	etc...	It	will	
look like that:
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Creating playlists is relatively simple. You do so by using drag-and-drop between the media 
browser and a playlist, or between two playlists.  And even from the Finder to the playlist, 
provided the clip is within a media folder of the selected node. The advantage of drag-and-
dropping clips between two playlists is that the clip settings (logo, volume, in/out points...) will 
also be kept.  

To create a new playlist, choose File > New Playlist or press  + N. Then, to place the clips you 
want where you want them, you have several options:

Next	to	the	playlist	window,	open	a	finder	window	(or	another	playlist	window).	From	this	•	
window,	find	the	clips	that	you	want	to	use.	Select	a	clip	(or	many	clips),	hold	the	click	on	it	
and move it in the playlist window, then release the mouse button when it is at the place you 
want it to be. This new clip will go at the top of the selected clip in the playlist where you 
dropped it.
Open two playlists and select one or more clips, then press •	  + C or choose “Edit > Copy”.  
Then	select	the	playlist	in	which	you	want	to	copy	these	files,	and	select	the	clip	on	the	top	of	
which you want to place them. Then press  + V or choose “Edit > Paste”. 
Select the clip on the top of which you want to place the new clips, then press •	  +  + N, or 
choose File > Add. Then select the clip(s) you want to add and press OK.

You can select multiple clips by holding down the Apple key and you can select •	
consecutive clips by holding the shift key.
If a clip is invalid (yellow icon) you will not be able to drop it in a playlist. Check the •	
reason	why	it’s	not	valid	(hold	your	mouse	over	it)	and	correct	it.
Once	a	playlist	is	opened,	and	if	one	of	the	file	becomes	unavailable	(deleted	from	the	•	
disk	or	not	valid	anymore),	it	will	immediately	be	reflected	in	the	playlist.

7.2 X Creating a playlist manually

7.3 X Creating a playlist in ASCII

Using	ASCI	playlist	is	a	very	easy	way	for	an	external	application	to	create	playlists	if	they	don’t	
want	to	bother	creating	an	XML.	An	ASCII	playlist	is	simply	a	Text	file	that	holds	only	the	full	(or	
relative)	path	to	the	clips.	The	text	file	should	look	like	this:
/Volumes/Video/Clips/Clip1.mov
/Volumes/Video/Clips/Clip2.mov
/Volumes/Video/Clips/Clip3.mov
/Volumes/Video/Clips/Clip4.mov
/Volumes/Video/Clips/Clip5.mov
/Volumes/Video/Clips/Clip6.mov
/Volumes/Video/Clips/Clip7.mov
/Volumes/Video/Clips/Clip8.mov

Now	to	open	this	file	in	OnTheAir	Live,	simply	go	in	the	menu	File			>	Import	ASCI	Playlist...

This	will	import	all	the	8	files	in	OnTheAir	Live.	You	will	then	have	to	save	the	playlist	and	reopen	
it in order to use it.
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7.4 X Creating a playlist in XML : Third party integration

Creating a playlist directly in XML (the playlists native format) is a bit more complicated than 
creating	an	ASCII	playlist,	but	so	much	easier	after	(because	it’s	the	native	format	of	OnTheAir	
Live playlists). Also you can add as much information in the XML as if you were doing the playlist 
in OnTheAir Live: you can add Logo, Actions, In/Out points, etc...

To know how to format the OnTheAir Live playlist, the easiest is to create one on your computer, 
save	it,	and	then	right-click	on	the	playlist	file	and	choose	in	the	menu	“Open	With...”	and	then	
open it with any text editor (like Text Edit or Text Wrangler). You will see that there are many 
informations referenced in the XML, but if you create the playlists yourself you do not have to set 
all	the	information	there	(you	don’t	have	to	create	the	thumbnail	for	example).


